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Book by Roger A. LaBrucherie

This is the book that makes you want to visit all the out-of the-way corners of the island and spend

multiples of the time a tour would limit you to, appreciating the nuances of the experiences in

different weathers and seasons.The photos show considerable insight into exactly what can make a

picture worth a thousand words or more.Mitchell

I have bought all books LaBruchiere has published about Puerto Rico. This is the best of the PR

series - an excellent table book with lots of history too.

This stunner provides you with two books rolled into one, a beautiful and timeless collection of more

than 100 lush photographs as well as an easy-to-read history of Puerto Rico. It is apparent from the

obvious care and attention to detail that went into this book that the author is both dedicated to his

craft and enamored of the people and island that he is profiling. The book depicts the great diversity

of Puerto Rico -- from the hustle and bustle of its urban centers (including the grand architectural

heritage) to the most desolate and pristine parts of the island, shown both in close-up and from the

air. The stars of the book are the people themselves, who act as guides to the island and invite you



to visit them for the first time or simply to return again as old friends. A highly recommended work.

Having travelled to Puerto Rico dozens of times over the past twenty years (and I lived there for a

time as well), I have to say this is absolutely the most impressive and complete "coffee-table" book

on the island that I have ever seen. It is large-format, filled with superb color photographs (including

a lot of aerials and a fascinating "then and now" chapter of archival pictures side-by-side with the

same scene as it is today). And the text doesn't insult your intelligence -- it's a concise overview of

Puerto Rico's history. An added plus is the Spanish translation (done by a Puerto Rican translator)

at the back of the book -- too many books about Puerto Rico ignore the island's linguistic heritage!

I've given several copies to friends who love the island. The jacket blurb says the author was once a

Peace Corps Volunteer, and it shows ... this is a real in-depth portrait, not just "post-cardy"

superficial coverage.

For anyone familiar or unfamiliar with Puerto Rico, this superb pictorial and eloquently written

portrait of this country, its culture, its people and its history, will bring the reader palpably close to

the very pulse of the island. Page after page of breathtaking photography and descriptive narrative

succeed in transporting you to the the subject matter at hand. Both visually and verbally, this book

lifts you right off each page as it gives you a soaring birdseye view of one of the Caribbean's most

beautiful island destinations. The overall impact of this book on one's senses can only be exceeded

by actually being there. Otherwise, be prepared for some unsurpassable armchair travel.
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